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Memorizes Oration: High School Student Slaughter Predicts 
the Future in 1897 


Editor's note: The following oration was written and memorized in 
1897 by Bert Slaughter. He spoke this piece before a crowd at the 
Central Opera House on the east end of main street. The occasion was 
graduation ceremonies from Fairbury High School. 


There was a total of nine students graduating from the local high 
school in that year. Other than Mr. Slaughter there were Leslie D. 
Baird, Lucretia Dimmick, Francis F. Moran, Ella F. Jones, Bessie C. 
Cramer, Jessie C. Cramer, Pearl Moaties, and Anna S. Garber. 


On the Board of Education in that year were S. M. Barnes, president, 
T. S. O. McDowell, clerk, J. F. Moberly, W. W. Sonser, J. R. Rayburn, 
O. S. Westervelt, and W. J. Brethard. 


Superintendent was F. M. Richardson, Miss Rebecca May, principal, 
and Miss Margaret E. McCune, assistant principal. 


Note the items below that Mr. Slaughter predicted 64 years ago and 
the number of them that have come true. 


Mr. Slaughter's 1897 Speech 


In the course of one hundred years from now, a great change will 
have come over this entire world. So great a change in fact, that all 
the kingdoms, monarchies, and republics on earth will have realized a 
far greater advancement of civilization than we have over our 
revolutionary sires. 


Invention and education are the leading factors in bringing about this 
change. The former will contribute more to the progress of civilization 
than any industry, and if America produces other men having the 
mechanical genius that Thomas A. Edison possesses, invention will 
undoubtedly do its part in producing a higher civilization. 


In the past fifty years inventions have multiplied at an astonishing 
rate and yet the age of invention is but begun. 


There is invariably something for the inventors to study, they never 
reach the limits of possibility. Think of the numerous inventions made 
in our own country in a century. There you may get a faint idea of the 


almost numberless inventions that will be made by the whole world 
when the twenty-first century will have dawned. 


In the time of our forefathers, the steamboat, locomotive, and cotton 
gin were wonderful inventions in their opinion, and they most 
certainly were. But today, they excite neither wonder nor surprise. 


So will out great inventions of today, such as the electric railway, the 
electric light, the phonograph, and numerous others be common to 
people in the year two thousand. 


Electricity is being applied in so many different ways it has proven 
itself to be the most wonderful of the great posers of nature and is 
receiving more universal attention than all other powers combined. 


The majority of inventors of today give their sole attention to 
electricity, and by so doing reap the fruits of a bountiful harvest. 


So will the scientists of the coming century continue to pry into the 
secrecy of this great power, and as a result of continuous study and 
experimentation, grand results will surely follow. 


By the twenty-first century, invention will have advanced so rapidly 
that this will be a different world. 


Electric railroads will entirely do away with the locomotive; electric 
carriages and wagons will do away with our horses; the whole system 
of electric lighting will be changed; the telegraph and telephone will 
be replaced by more modern instruments upon a different plan; and 
the air ship will be seen soaring above the cities like an enormous bird 
in its flight. 


The customs of the people will have changed and distinction will have 
changed. All labor and property will be in common. 


Each will seek the common wheel and mankind will be as one great 
family. 


The greater financial question will have been solved. Money will be 
plentiful and property will have become a fraction of the past. 
Prosperity, pleasure, and happiness will reign supreme. 


The cities will be built upon a grander scale towering toward the sky 
like huge mountains and giving the appearance of great skill in 
architecture. In fact, the architects of the year 2,000 will surpass 
those of the old Grecians whose colonnades and temples erected four 


hundred sixty-one years before Christ. At present, they are yet the 
wonder of the world. 


Let us know give our attention to the advancement of civilization from 
the educational point of view. 


The education of one hundred years ago was based upon a grand 
scale, upon so grand a scale in fact, that it was almost impossible to 
get it. 


But today things are different. Educational institutions are numerous 
all over the civilized world and if the people of this age are not 
supplied with a common school education it is not for the want of 
opportunity, it is simply the fault of the people themselves. 


We consider the educational advantages of today to have reached 
perfection, but they will not compare with the advantages of the 
twenty-first century. 


At this time education will be carried on in a different manner and 
under severe rules. The institutions will also be upon a much grander 
scale, all being run by the government. 


The public school buildings will be of enormous size and very 
numerous. 


If a person of the nineteenth century would chance, by magic, to visit 
this world in the year of two thousand, their attention would 
especially be called to the grand school system and to the great 
number of these institutions. 


As before stated, the school rules will be severe compared with the 
school rules of today, but time and custom will have changed and the 
students of the 21st century will all be reconciled. 


Their school life will be strict and tedious but at the same time happy. 
When the twenty-first century student leaves the public school, he will 
be a thoroughly educated man fitted for any emergency which may 
present itself in life. 


All people will be educated, and ignorance will have ceased to exist. 


On the whole, a day of the world's history in the year two thousand 
will be a day of invention, education, and prosperity. 


